No.CLE/ED/IMPORT OF LEATHERS/2009
August 4, 2009

Members of the Council

Sub : Regulations on import of raw, salted, pickled, limed and dried skins
and hides into India

Dear Member

The Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying & Fisheries (DADF) has issued a
Notification No. S.0.1825 (E) dated 24.7.2009 (copy enclosed) prescribing the
Veterinary Certificate applicable for import of raw, salted, pickled, limed and dried
skins and hides into India with effect from October 23, 2009. This notification has
been uploaded only today in the website of DADF www.dahd.nic.in

The import will be subject to the following conditions.

1) The imports will be allowed only through ports/airports of Kolkata, Chennai,
Mumbai, Delhi and Hyderabad or other placed to be notified by DADF where
the animal quarantine inspection facilities are available.

2) On arrival of the import consignment into India, the consignment and
documents will be examined by the Regional Officer/Quarantine Officer. The
samples from the imported item will be taken for examination

3) In case the documents are not conforming to the requirements, appropriate
action shall be taken by the Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying &
Fisheries at the cost of the importing agency.

Members may kindly note the above and contact their respective Animal Quarantine
and Certification Stations (AQCS) for any further clarification.

Members may also note that the Council has been requesting DADF to
implement the following measures so as to simplify the process of import
regulations and facilitate easy and quick customs clearance.

- Issue of NOC by Animal Quarantine Stations for import of hides/skins on the
basis of sanitary/veterinary certificate issued by the supplying country in
their own format rather than insisting for the format notified by DADF.
Alternately, simplify the format of the veterinary certificate notified by DADF
by removing clauses which are not acceptable to supplying countries.

- Removal of animal quarantine clearance requirement for finished leather
imports.

- Segregation of pickled hides/skins from raw hides/skins category and issue
of NOC for their import on the basis of sanitary/veterinary certificate issued
by the supplying country in their own format rather than insisting for the
format notified by DADF.

- Inclusion of Kanpur and other major ICDs as designated ports.
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or
gamma radiation at a dose of at least 20 Kilo Gray at room temperature (20 degree or higher).

5. Necessary precautions were taken, after collectlon and processing, to avoid contact of products w1th any
potential source of infection.

6. The skins and hides after treatment has been packed with new, clean, fresh packing materials and the same
satisfies the necessary sanitary hygiene requermvms
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The veterinary certificate would be effective from 23-10-2009.
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The DADF has however not yet considered the above suggestions. Hence, the Council
is once again taking-up these issues with the Hon’ble Union Minister for Agriculture
for redressal of the problem. This is for kind information of members.

With regards
Ali Ahmed Khan

Executive Director
Council for Leather Exports



